First Report of Web Blight on Yellow-Sage (Lantana camara) Caused by Rhizoctonia solani in Europe.
Lantana camara is increasingly grown in northern Italy as a potted plant and contributes to the diversification of offerings in the ornamental market. During the spring of 2001, selections of L. camara cuttings growing at a commercial farm located at Albenga (Riviera coast) exhibited tan leaf spots of irregular size and shape. Spots were at first isolated, 4 to 8 mm in diameter, and later coalesced and affected the entire plant. Heavily infected leaves, stems, and branches became blighted and were killed. Infected rooted cuttings also eventually died. Diseased cuttings showed a progressive reduction (to less than 20%) in rooting ability. Isolations from infected leaves and stems on potato dextrose agar (PDA), supplemented with 100 mg/liter of streptomycin sulphate, consistently yielded a fungus with mycelial and cultural characteristics resembling Rhizoctonia solani. The fungal isolates were further characterized as R. solani Kühn AG-4 based on hyphal anastomoses with several AG-4 tester isolates. Pathogenicity tests were performed by placing 5-day-old-fungal mycelial plugs, grown on PDA, at the base of five healthy yellow-sage stems and holding plants in a dew chamber at 18 to 22°C. After 2 days, foliage blight appeared on leaves of inoculated plants, and after 3 days, stems also became infected and entire plants wilted. Five noninoculated plants remained healthy. The fungal pathogen was reisolated from all inoculated plants. R. solani has been observed on L. camara in the United States (1) and the Philippines (2). To our knowledge, this is the first report of R. solani on L. camara in Europe. References: (1) D. F. Farr et al. Fungi on Plants and Plant Products in the United States. The American Phytopathological Society, St. Paul, MN, 1989. (2) F. T. Orillo and R. B. Valdez. Philipp. Agric. A. 42:292, 1958.